Comparative anatomy and physiology are at length beginning to be estimated at their just value. After a slumber of more than two thousand years, they rose up, under the auspices of Hunter and Cuvier, to give a new impulse to the science of life, and to add new lustre to the fame of Aristotle, whose genius was so far in advance of the times in which he lived, that the accumulated knowledge of ages has alone enabled us to understand, and appreciate his labours.
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The importance of these sciences to medicine has been generally recognized only within the last few years, and is even now imperfectly understood, if we may judge from the limited number of those who cultivate them. 
